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1. Maharashtra Ordinance Number 12 of 2002

An ordinance further to amend the Bombay Village Panchayats Act 1958 issued by Rural
Development and Water Conservation Department on 16th October 2002.

This Ordinance is called as the Mumbai Gram Panchayat Amendment Ordinance 2002 and
will come in force immediately henceforth.

In article 7 of the Mumbai Gram Panchayat Act 1958 sub article one willread as

Replace 4 Sabha has by 6 Sabha add there should not be a gap of more than three months
between two consecutive Gram Sabha as in case Sarpanch or Deputy Sarpanch fails to call
the gram sabha meeting the secretary would do so on their behalf.

Replace sub article 3 by following text unless specified the first Gram Sabha meeting of the
Year shall be presided by the sarpanch and in his absence by the deputy Sarpanch for rest
of the gram sabha meeting anyone from among present members selected by consensus
can decide the meeting.

Following additional sub articles will be included after sub article 4

Prior to every usual Gram Sabha meeting a meeting of women members of Gram
Sabha shall be organised.

In order to maintain discipline the gram sabha shall monitor the functioning of Government
and semi Government and staff especially with regards to their regular attendance and
sanctioning of the leaves the Gram Sabha is empowered to do their annual evaluation and
bring its observation to the notice of senior officers



In case of Gram Sabha observes in irregular realities of duties amongst the staff it will report
it to the Block Development Officer in receipt of such cases the BDO will take action within 3
months and also the gram panchayat in their regularly meetings in case of BDO fails to take
any action within 3 months the complaint will be forwarded the sea of the Zilla Parishad
whose decision would be final

The gram sabha sessions select beneficiaries for government schemes by the state and
Central Government normally the date time and venue of the gram sabha shall be finalized
in each Gram Sabha unless allowed by the gram sabha all the government and semi
Government and panchayat staff at the village level should be present for the gram sabha
the minutes of the gram sabha shall be recorded by the secretary or in his absence by the
Village Development Officer in case both are absent The sarpanch can ask the school
teacher Talati anganwadi teacher or any Panchayat staff to record minutes following
additions will take place after article 8 s of the Mumbai on Gram Panchayat Act 1958. 8 athe
rights and duties of the gram sabha each Gram Sabha is empowered to give its approval to
social and economic development programs prior to its implementation approving the
budget for the gram panchayat for execution of developmental projects presenting excuse
before the gram panchayat on proposals related to acquisition of village land for any
government rule or any other projects.

Following sub articles shall be added after some articles 660 of the article 45 in the Mumbai
Gram Panchayat Act 1958

6 b gram panchayat shall seek the permission of the gram sabha for making expenditure on
any developmental projects 6 before acquisition of any Panchayat land the concerned
government department shall consult with the gram panchayat the gram panchayat will take
into consideration the views of the gram sabha before giving its decision on such
acquisitions

Mr. Mohammed Faisal
The Governor of Maharashtra
Mumbai, 12th October 2002.



2. Resolution by Department of Rural Development

This letter issued by R. R. Patil Minister for Rural Development Water Supply and Sanitation
on 8th January 2003 is addressed to elected representatives of the state legislature and
informed them about the GR on Mahila Gram Sabha

According to the recent amendment in the Mumbai Gram Panchayat Act 1958 organising
Mahila Gram Sabha prior to every village Gram Sabha is mandatory the government has
several times initiated legal and policy measures to enhance women’s participation in the
village level decision making processes in fact Maharashtra remains the first state to initiate
special programs in at women’s development these are over hundred in number as well as
to formulate a comprehensive policy for women and to establish a special department for
women in the state secretariat.

Implementation of the 33% reservation for women in the local government bodies is
presenting positive results as far as women’s developmentis concerned

How many were the women’s participation is yet not been fully exploride to bring in
qualitative changes women are called for the village Gram Sabha meetings the participate
in large numbers get their views and suggestions are hardly ever received due attention it
needs to be admitted that main hardly do anything to create an enabling environment for
women women’s presence in gram sabha should not be equated to their participation there
is a need for conscious efforts to enhance women’s participation in gram sabha as well as in
other decision making processes it is essential to make women aware of their rights and
build their capacity to exercise these rights they are also required to come together to
oppose any violation and separation of their right by men in order to strengthen women’s
role in local decision making and to facilitate their effective participation in the village Gram
Sabha the special provision for Mahila Gram Sabha is made by recent legal amendment the
provision will certainly benefit women who constituted half the population and also leave to
the effective participation in the development process the state government has decided to
organise Mahila Gram Sabha in all the villages on 26th January 2003 the Governor gender
for this gram sabha we include identify and discuss priority development needs in the village
discuss the gaps in the program for execution of the drinking water and sanitation schemes
review of self help groups with respect to structure and nature of work decision of the
women’s empowerment program you are requested to participate in the Mahila Gram
Sabhain any suitable village in your constituency and provide your valued guidance.

RRPatil.
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